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I was both honored and petrified when I was asked to become the Stewardship Chair for St. Paul’s.  Although stewardship should frame all that we do and say, it is not something that always comes naturally to me. 

Stewardship is purposeful living.  Stewardship is gratitude in action.  Stewardship is courageous generosity.

Stewardship is the opposite of prideful, ignorant waste.  It’s all about the careful, considerate, and appreciative use of the resources each of us has been given – a present-day thoughtfulness that honors our ancestors, while giving future generations a bright prospect.  Stewardship calls us to mindful action and individual responsibility for the use of our earth and its inhabitants, our time, our talents, and our finances.

Stewardship is a fancy way to talk about radical love.  It’s all about recognizing how much we are cherished by God and wrapping ourselves protectively in God’s arms, so that we can both befriend ourselves and, at the same time, recognize, acknowledge, and embrace our neighbor.  Stewardship calls us into an appreciative, loving relationship with one another.

Stewardship requires us to stop hiding behind the excuses that keep us from being fully human.  It’s all about letting go of the fears, feelings of worthlessness, and self-absorption that let us walk through our day without regard for God, ourselves, or our neighbors.  Stewardship calls us to boldly give of ourselves.

In short, we are called to love God with all of our heart, soul, and mind, and to love our neighbor as ourselves.

While it’s easy enough to rattle off that catchy phrase, it is often much more difficult to apply it to daily life.  It is easy to forget that we, who have been created in the image of God, have been given the sacred moment-by-moment opportunity to be the extension of God in the world. It is easy to overlook and even begrudge the daily miracle of life and powerful possibilities that lie at our fingertips.  It is easy to selfishly hoard all that we think we have rightfully earned or been given.

As we begin our official 2011 Stewardship Campaign at St. Paul’s, I ask you to consider the importance of your individual involvement in our community of faith and outreach to our neighbors. Our mission and ministry depend on your generous support in terms of time, talents and money. The vestry has worked diligently to manage the church’s finances, resources, and structures.  However, it is only through the purposeful, grateful and generous contributions from each of you that we can extend God’s love in this world through our parish.  Your support can make all the difference!  
We are the eyes, the ears, the hands, and the feet of God in this world.  Every breath we take is a reminder that God’s spirit dwells within and without, gently pushing us to be, to do, to think, and to dream more than we can even imagine. 

While we will be collecting and dedicating our 2011 pledges on Sunday, 21 November, you and I need to remember that stewardship does not stop once we sign on the dotted line.  Being a steward of God requires an ongoing conscious decision from each of us to live every minute purposefully, gratefully, and generously.   
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Why should we pledge?
From a personal perspective, a written pledge of support allows each of us to formally acknowledge and document our contribution goal(s) for the year, and to adjust our personal budgets and schedules accordingly.  Our written pledge gives weight to our intent, and keeps us focused on fulfilling our promise.
From a business perspective, pledged monetary contributions obviously make up the greatest portion of St. Paul’s income.  While additional income is obtained from undesignated plate offerings and fundraising events, these amounts cannot always be accurately predicted from year to year.  For these two reasons, the Vestry relies heavily on pledged contributions when finalizing the budget for the coming year.

How do we utilize the gifts we have received at St. Paul’s?
The majority of the money we receive is used to cover worship costs and staff compensation (67%), utilities and structural upkeep (16.5%), as well as our diocesan apportionment (15.2%).  (Outside of our Operating Budget, St. Paul’s also financially supports community outreach efforts thanks to your separate 2nd Sunday donations.  To date this year, we have given $3500 to a variety of charitable organizations/causes.)

We began 2010 with an operating budget of $235,000 and $189,000 in pledges.  In 2011, we expect to have an operating budget similar to this year’s.  In order to forego the use of dwindling investment resources, we are looking for financial pledges to exceed last year’s total by at least $21,000 for a minimum pledged amount of $210,000.  
As you begin to consider your contributions to our 2011 ministry, please prayerfully consider expanding your pledge this year by $5 to $10 per week.  This small addition will allow us to work with a more balanced budget in the coming year.

Your contribution can make all the difference!

If you have any questions or want further details about the St. Paul’s finances, please feel free to talk to any of the Vestry members and/or attend one of our Vestry meetings.
