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Living Purposefully, Gratefully, and Generously
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Stewardship is purposeful living.  Stewardship is gratitude in action.  Stewardship is courageous generosity.
Stewardship is also a privilege.

Last week, I hope, you took advantage of your opportunity to vote.  In the same vein, I also hope you took advantage of your opportunity to be God’s steward.  Both are privileges we often take for granted.
Recently, on the radio, I overheard a very simple and yet very profound statement:  “Choice is a spiritual gift.”

The fact is that each of us has been graced with the ability to choose.  While God devotedly sends us daily personal invitations to join in a purposeful, deep, and loving relationship with our Creator and our neighbors, and while God awaits our response or arrival with much anticipation, God doesn’t force us to do anything. Rather, God has given each of us the opportunity to decide how we will respond, and to determine what we will think, feel, or do.
Choice is probably one of the most overlooked gifts that actually make us who we are – a unique and loved child of God.  God has endowed each of us with the right and privilege to manage the life, the time, the talents and the resources that we have been given.  Being created in God’s image means we have been blessed with the creative ability to not only shape who and what we are, but also to choose how we will respond to our neighbors, the world, and God.

If you are like me, it‘s often not very difficult to completely forget or ignore the gift of choice in our lives.  I’m embarrassed to admit that it’s actually very easy to take for granted or, in fact, treat as an entitlement.  However, acknowledging that choice is a spiritual gift brings with it a whole new reality, and provides a different perspective to the concept of stewardship.

While stewardship is often defined as an obligation, a requirement to be fulfilled, I would suggest it is just the opposite.  To be a steward of God is a choice.  It is a sacred opportunity that allows each of us to freely and willingly choose our unique role in the development and care of God’s creation. From that perspective, stewardship is truly a privilege and honor, a gift of the highest magnitude. 
The power to choose, the chance to create, and the prerogative to make a difference in this world are lovingly gift-wrapped by God and placed on each of our doorsteps every morning, topped off with God’s personal hand-written invitation.  Our stewardship pledges, which we will be dedicating on Sunday, 21 November, are a confirmation from each of us that God’s gift and invitation have not been left unopened.
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